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Voice of Autism – Autism Acceptance

Asmarani binti Ahmad Puzi, Ahsiah binti Ismail and Maznah binti Ahmad.

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) diagnoses in Malaysia has been steadily increased over
the last decade reported by Malaysian Ministry of Health. The most recent annual figure in
2021 shows an increment of 5% for the children diagnoses with ASD compared to
previous year.  In 2021, children under 18 had been being diagnosed with ASD is 589
while in 2020 only 562 diagnosed with ASD. In 1970, the Autism Society observed the first
National Autism Awareness Month, with the goal of disseminating information about the
signs and symptoms of autism, as well as the realities of living with an autism diagnosis.
The Autism Society's focus has shifted from Autism Awareness to Autism Acceptance
beginning in 2021. Autism acceptance is one step closer to a better future for people with
autism, according to the Autistic Self-Advocacy Network (ASAN), which has called for a
shift away from the awareness label, stating that awareness is insufficient. 

Therefore, University Malaya (UM) in collaboration with Autism Gym Center organize a
special event called Voice of Autism. This event focuses on ensuring inclusive and
equitable quality education and the promotion of lifelong learning opportunities as the
foundation for improving quality of life and reducing inequities in line with SDG 4. In
keeping with this, this special program highlights and increase the visibility of UM
researchers' Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) research, raise funds for ASD research,
and raise public awareness and appreciation of creative artwork by autistic artists. The
event's goals are to educate and raise public awareness about autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), funds for autistic children, young people, and autism research. This event also
provides a platform for autistic children and young people to showcase their artistic talent
and highlight the role of scientific research in understanding ASD for more effective
management including innovations and technology to improve assisting people with ASD.

A R T I C L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H
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A R T I C L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Researchers with expertise in the area of Autism have presented their related research as
the highlighted role of scientific research in accommodating and assisting people with
autism to be living and surviving in the community. Dr. Nazean Jomhari from the
Department of Software Engineering, Faculty of Computer Science and Information
Technology in UM showcased the “Model Rumah Aktiviti OKU Muslim” for Pondok Spiritual
OKU Muslim (PONDOKU). PONDOKU is a non-governmental organization that works on a
model for the disabled community to gain direct exposure to community life. One of the
most recent developments is an online platform for job coach programs for disabled youth
that is conducted at PONDOKU. The programs contribute to the increasing value of
survival skills for the disabled person.
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A R T I C L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

In another area of expertise, Dr. Yeo Siang Lee exhibited research on the language and
linguistics of non-verbal children with autism. According to the researcher, the non-verbal
children diagnosed with ASD interact and communicate among them or with their parents
using a unique sound of feature namely as vocal stimming.  Their findings reveal that
there is opportunity for the non-verbal children with autism to be well accepted in the
community. In the future, sophisticated technology able to assist them by translating their
sound of feature or voice language to be understood by the community.

However, this required a continued and vibrant research. Other institutions or agencies
can emulate this event to boost community acceptance of autistic people. Workshops,
carnivals, sharing sessions, and scientific presentations about autism can help people
with autism live in the community in a variety of ways. On the basis of that, these kind of
events related to autism can help people with autism to live in the community in several
ways:
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A R T I C L E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

1. Awareness and Understanding: These events can help to raise awareness and  
    understanding of autism among the public, thus reducing stigma and promoting 
    acceptance of people with autism.
2. Skills Development: Workshops and scientific presentations can provide opportunities 
    for individuals with autism to acquire knowledge and develop skills that can be useful in   
    daily life.
3. Networking: Sharing sessions and carnivals able to provide opportunities for individuals
    with autism and their families to connect with others in the autism community, building 
    a network of support.
4. Inclusion: By participating in these events, people with autism can feel included in their 
    community and experience a sense of belonging.

In summary, the role of Khalifah can be acquainted with the events that can help people
with autism to live in the community by raising awareness, promoting understanding,
providing opportunities for skill development, building networks of support and promoting
inclusion
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION AS 

ACADEMIC FELLOW IN KICT
2022 - 2023
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION AS 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN 
OFFICE OF DEPUTY DEAN POTSGRADUATE AND

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
2020-2023

CONGRATULATIONS
ON THE NEW APPOINTMENT AS 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN 
OFFICE OF DEPUTY DEAN POTSGRADUATE AND

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
 
 



FULL ACCREDITATION MQA 02
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RECTOR’S VISIT 
KULLIYYAH OF INFORMATION &
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

ACTIV ITY
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MOA SIGNING CEREMONY 
WITH STROKELAB

ACTIV ITY
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WORKSHOP RESEARCH UNIT 2
PCBDG

TALK/SEMINAR
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MALAYSIA BOARD OF TECHNOLOGISTS (MBOT)
BRIEFING

TALK/SEMINAR
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FRGS COACHING SESSION 
DECEMBER 2022 - 7 MARCH 2023

COACH: 
PROF. DR. ABDUL WAHAB ABDUL RAHMAN

PROF. EMERITUS DATO’ DR. TENGKU MOHD TENGKU SEMBOK

TALK/SEMINAR



WORKSHOP ON CHATGPT
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FRGS WORKSHOP WITH 
PROF. TS. DR. ROSZIATI IBRAHIM
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