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EDITORIAL 
BOARD Message from the Editor

Assalamu ’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh ,

It is with great pleasure that I  welcome our
readers to Issue 10  of Spectrum ,  published in
November 2025.  This issue reflects a dynamic
period of academic excellence ,  research
advancement ,  and meaningful engagement within
the Kulliyyah of Information and Communication
Technology (KICT) .

A central highlight is the 10th International
Conference on Information &  Communication
Technology for the Muslim World (ICT4M 2025),
held on 26–27  November 2025  at KICT ,  IIUM .  The
conference reaffirmed KICT ’s commitment to
advancing ICT research and innovation guided by
Islamic values through international scholarly
collaboration .

We also take pride in KICT ’s strong showing at
ICON-AI 2025,  where our researchers earned
recognition for award-winning research in
Artificial Intelligence ,  underscoring the
Kulliyyah ’s leadership in ethical and impactful
technological research .

In research ,  we celebrate the completion of
major projects ,  the securing of new grants
including FRGS and industry matching schemes ,
and the awards and recognitions received by our
staff and students—testaments to KICT ’s growing
research momentum and academic excellence .

On behalf of the editorial team ,  I  extend sincere
appreciation to all  contributors and readers .  We
hope this issue of Spectrum continues to inspire
innovation ,  reflection ,  and collaboration in
serving the ummah and humanity .

Best regards ,

Chief Editor  

Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh,

It is with great pleasure that I  welcome our
readers to Issue 10 of Spectrum, published in
November 2025. This issue reflects a dynamic
period of academic excellence, research
advancement, and meaningful engagement within
the Kulliyyah of Information and Communication
Technology (KICT).

A central highlight is the 10th International
Conference on Information & Communication
Technology for the Muslim World (ICT4M 2025),
held on 26–27 November 2025 at KICT, IIUM. The
conference reaffirmed KICT’s commitment to
advancing ICT research and innovation guided by
Islamic values through international scholarly
collaboration.

We also take pride in KICT’s strong showing at
ICON-AI 2025, where our researchers earned
recognition for award-winning research in
Artificial Intelligence, underscoring the
Kulliyyah’s leadership in ethical and impactful
technological research.

In research, we celebrate the completion of
major projects, the securing of new grants
including FRGS and industry matching schemes,
and the awards and recognitions received by our
staff and students—testaments to KICT’s growing
research momentum and academic excellence.

On behalf of the editorial team, I  extend sincere
appreciation to all  contributors and readers. We
hope this issue of Spectrum continues to inspire
innovation, reflection, and collaboration in
serving the ummah and humanity.

Best regards,

Chief Editor 

3

Hazwan i



DR. AMIR 'AATIEFF BIN AMIR HUSSIN

TS. DR. HAZWANI MOHD MOHADIS

Kuala Lumpur, 12 November 2025 — The
International Conference on Artificial
Intelligence and Its Applications (ICON-AI
2025) was successfully held at Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia Kuala Lumpur (UTM-
KL). The annual international event
gathered leading researchers, industry
practitioners, and scholars in Artificial
ntelligence (AI), Machine Learning, Data
Science, and  emerging intelligent
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technologies. This year, the Kulliyyah of Information and Communication
Technology (KICT), International Islamic University Malaysia, proudly served as
a co-organizer, underscoring the University’s commitment to advancing
innovation, interdisciplinary scholarship, and impactful AI research.

A key highlight of the event was
the invitation of Prof. Dato’ Dr.
Mohamad Fauzan bin Noordin,
Deputy Rector (Student
Development and Community
Engagement), as a distinguished
speaker for plenary session with a
topic entitled “AI and Madani
Civilization.” His presentation
explored how advancements in
artificial intelligence can uphold
the values, ethics, and aspirations
of a Madani society, underscoring 

KICT REPRESENTATION AND KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Article by: 

Department of Information Systems
hazwanimohadis@iium.edu.my

Department of Computer Science
amiraatieff@iium.edu.my

with Award-Winning Research in Artificial Intelligence
KICT MARKS STRONG PRESENCE AT ICON-AI 2025

the need to align AI innovation with human dignity, justice, sustainability, and
societal well-being, particularly within Islamic and Malaysian contexts.

mailto:amiraatieff@iium.edu.my
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In support of academic excellence, the Kulliyyah funded all accepted papers in
ICON-AI 2025 , enabling strong KICT representation throughout the
conference. A total of twelve (12) KICT academic staff members, postgraduate
and undergraduate students participated and presented their research
papers across various AI-related domains.

KICT is proud to announce two of our delegates secured Best Paper Award:
 

Br. Nik Nor Muhammad Saifudin Nik Mohd Kamal (a Master student
supervised by Dr. Amir ‘Aatief) with a paper entitled ‘Towards Intelligent
Aquatic Health Monitoring: AI-Driven HAB Forecasting with IoT and Cloud
Infrastructure’.
Br. Shafiullah Wasiq (a PhD candidate, supervised by Prof. Dr. Akram)
with a paper entitled ‘Factors Influencing the Adoption of IoT Healthcare
Products and Services: An Empirical Study of End Consumers.’



IMPACT AND OUTCOMES

KICT’s participation in ICON-AI 2025 made a significant contribution to IIUM’s
mission of fostering knowledge and global scholarship. Through this
engagement, the Kulliyyah able to publish a total of 12 MyCite-indexed
research papers, strengthening its international visibility and academic
recognition. The conference also provided valuable opportunities for
networking and collaborative research with global experts in AI, enriching the
academic and professional experience of both staff and students. Beyond
research outputs, the event offered a platform for professional development
and skill enhancement, motivating KICT’s academic community to continue
pursuing excellence and innovation in the field of Artificial Intelligence. 

* P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  U n i v e r s i t i  T e k n o l o g i  M a l a y s i a  ( U T M )

MOVING FORWARD

KICT’s participation in ICON-AI 2025 reflects our ongoing effort to position the
faculty as a regional leader in Artificial Intelligence research and innovation.
The experience and recognition achieved at this conference serve as a strong
motivation to continue producing impactful, values-driven research aligned
with the spirit of “Leading the Way”.

66
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TS. DR. HAZWANI MOHD MOHADIS

Bukit Tinggi 7 November 2025 -  The
International Institute of Islamic Thought  East
and Southeast Asia (IIIT ESEA) successfully  
organized IIIT-TMP Workshop Series on
Integrating Islamic Perspectives from 7  to 8
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November 2025 at The Chateau Spa & Wellness, Berjaya Hills, Pahang. The
workshop involved 15 grant recipients of the IIIT Textbook Materials Project
(IIIT-TMP) 2024,  with the aim of guiding authors in embedding the
Islamization of Knowledge (IoK) approach into their textbook development.

The workshop was officiated by Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Fauzan Noordin,
Director of IIIT East and South Asia and Deputy Rector (Student Development
and Community Engagement), who emphasized the transformative impact of
the IIIT-TMP initiative. Since its initiation in 2021, the program has supported
the development of high-quality teaching materials across various disciplines.
To date, the IIIT-TMP initiative has funded a total of 133 projects, amounting to
RM 1.33 millions, demonstrating IIIT’s strong commitment to fostering
knowledge aligned with Islamic values.

Article by: 

Department of Information Systems
hazwanimohadis@iium.edu.my

Transforming Education Towards Ummatic Excellence
ISLAMIZATION OF KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THE AL-HIDABI MODEL 

The textbook writing workshop was instructed by Prof. Dr. Dawood
Abdulmalek Yahya Al-Hidabi, from Kulliyyah of Education IIUM, a leading
figure in the movement for Islamization of Knowledge, Islamic curriculum
development, and transformative pedagogy.

THE TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT OF THE IIIT-TMP GRANT INITIATIVE
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ISLAMIZATION OF KNOWLEDGE AS PATH TOWARDS UMMATIC EXCELLENCE

Prof. Dawood open the workshop with a foundational hadith:

This message captures the essence of the workshop: the heart is the
starting point of knowledge, identity, purpose, and transformation.

Across difference academic disciplines, education, psychology, design,
engineering, and economics, Western epistemologies have dominated.
Concepts like Bandura’s learning theory and Bloom’s taxonomy shape how
knowledge is interpreted, measured, and applied.

I remember during my one of my Human-Computer Interaction class as I
teach Norman principles of interaction, a student once asked: “These
principles seem very Western-centric. Are there any design principles or
guidelines based on Islamic perspective that we can refer to?”

“Indeed, there is a piece of flesh in the body; if it is sound, the
whole body is sound. If it is corrupt, the whole body is corrupt.

Verily, it is the heart.”
— Sahih al-Bukhari & Muslim

This question reflects a broader challenge in
Muslim academia: we have mastered importing
knowledge but rarely contextualize or originate
it. Prof. Dawood emphasized that we (Muslim
scholars, institutions, and researchers) must shift
from consumers to contributors, grounded in
tawhid, purpose, and akhlaq.

The workshop reinforced IIUM’s aspiration
toward Ummatic excellence, where education is
not merely for exams but for life, service, and the
pleasure of Allah (mardhatillah). Islamic
civilization, history, and scholarship (both classical
and contemporary), should be integrated
meaningfully, not just symbolically

“We (muslims) have
mastered importing
knowledge (from the

West) but rarely
contextualize or

originate it. We must
shift from being

consumers to
contributors,

grounded in tawhid,
purpose, and akhlaq.”

- Prof Dawood



Heart 
(Qalb)

Focuses on faith (Iman), Tawheed, Attributes of Allah, 
acts of worship (Ibadah), and purification of the soul (Tazkiyah). 
It links emotions and learning to life in this world and the Hereafter.

Knowledge
(Ilm)

Encompasses memorization and understanding of both divine revelation
and human-derived knowledge, including facts, concepts, principles, and
theories

Mind 
(Aql)

Refers to critical thinking and reasoning, using revealed knowledge to
explore social and natural phenomena objectively.

Action 
(Amal)

Emphasizes the application of knowledge. In Islam, knowledge without
action holds no value.

Benefit
(Manafi’)

Learning should bring benefit to oneself, family, society, and the Ummah,
aligning with Maqasid Al-Shariah.

Ethics
(Akhlaq)

Develops Islamic ethics and moral character. Learners are encouraged to
internalize virtues like honesty, humility, justice, and patience, acting
consistently under the guidance of taqwa.
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THE AL-HIDABI MODEL OF LEARNING OUTCOMES CLASSIFICATION

A key highlight of the workshop was the Al-Hidabi
Model of Learning Outcomes Classification, a holistic
and spiritually anchored structure for curriculum
development. The model comprised of 6
components; heart (qalb), knowledge (ilm), mind
(aql), action (amal), benefit (manafi’), ethics (akhlaq).

AL-HIDABI MODEL VS. BLOOM TAXONOMY
One of the most significant benefits of the Al-Hidabi Model is its ability to foster
holistic development and purpose-driven learning. While Bloom’s framework
excels in guiding cognitive skill progression, it does not explicitly address
moral, spiritual, or societal dimensions. The Al-Hidabi Model, however,
integrates faith, ethical conduct, and community impact alongside intellectual
growth, ensuring that learning transforms both the mind and the character.
Students educated under this framework are not only knowledgeable but also
spiritually conscious, ethically grounded, and oriented toward benefiting the
Ummah. This makes the Al-Hidabi Model particularly suitable for institutions
like IIUM, where the goal is Ummatic excellence, preparing learners to
contribute meaningfully to society while remaining anchored in Islamic values.



As the workshop attendees returned to their respective Kulliyyah, they carried
more than new framework, but a renewed vision towards education. They
were reminded, the knowledge must serve faith, grounding academic learning
in spiritual awareness and ethical responsibility. Faith, in turn, must shape
practice, guiding actions in ways that reflect Islamic values in daily life. And
practice must ultimately benefit humanity, ensuring that learning contributes
positively to society and strengthens the Ummah. Prof. Dawood emphasized
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GUIDELINES FOR WRITING TEXTBOOKS BASED ON ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVES
Additionally, Prof. Dawood also provide practical direction for academics
involved in content development of Islamic textbook:

1. Identify and address secular gaps: Recognize areas where Western
frameworks may fall short and show how Islamic perspectives offer
holistic solutions.

2.Align with Maqasid al-Shariah: Highlight how the knowledge learned
would contribute to safeguard faith, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth.

3. Integrate Qur’an and hadith meaningfully: Integrate Quran verses and
Hadith to guide understanding and ethical practice rather than as
decorative references.

4.Align learning outcomes with the Al-Hidabi Model: Ensure the learning
outcomes addressed how the knowledge would contribute to the Heart,
Knowledge, Mind, Action, Benefit, and Ethics.

REFLECTION

that only when knowledge,
faith, and action are
harmoniously integrated
can the Ummah truly
reclaim its role as a source
of guidance, justice, and
mercy in the world. Every
lesson learned and every
skill developed should
therefore aim not merely for
academic achievement, but
for life, leadership, and
meaningful contributions to
the humanity.

Group photo of workshop participants comprising of IIIT-TMP 2024 grant
recipients with the expert (Prof Dawood), and IIIT ESEA management. 



DR. NOR SAADAH MD NOR 

Abstract —This article explores a
transformative teaching and learning
initiative implemented within the
postgraduate course, the Preservation of
Library Materials. Grounded in the tawhidic 
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Article by: 

Department of Library and Information Science
norsaadahnor@iium.edu.my

Integrating Faith, Skills, and Scholarship in Experiential
Bookmaking Pedagogy

PRESERVATION IN ACTION: 

paradigm that integrates intellect (ʿaql), spirit (rūḥ), and ethics (akhlāq), the
project situates traditional bookmaking—specifically, Coptic stitch binding—as
an experiential platform for teaching the principles and values of preservation.
Students actively engaged in crafting, binding, and assembling handmade
books over three structured stages: preparation and folding of signatures,
Coptic stitch binding, and cover finishing. The experience transcended
technical skill-building, serving as reflective practice that fostered patience,
discipline, critical thinking, and ethical consciousness. Through this integrative
process, students developed an embodied understanding of preservation as
both a professional duty and a moral responsibility. The initiative demonstrates
that experiential, craft-based learning anchored in the tawhidic worldview
cultivates in students not only the psychomotor skills required for conservation
but also deeper moral awareness and respect for cultural heritage. It thus
offers a blueprint for value-based and skill-integrated teaching within library
and information science education.

I. INTRODUCTION

Keywords—library preservation, experiential learning, bookmaking, collaborative
learning, reverse technology

Preservation, as a field of library and information science, is often taught
through theoretical lectures on material science, deterioration control, and
digital conservation standards. Yet such approaches can distance students
from the tangible and ethical dimensions of what it means to preserve
knowledge. The LISC 7418: Preservation of Library Materials course at the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) responded to this pedagogical
gap by introducing an experiential initiative titled “Preservation in Action:
Students as Guardians of Knowledge- PIA.” This project immersed students in
the art of traditional bookmaking as a means of understanding preservation
through craft, reflection, and faith.



A.  Experiential Learning Theory
Kolb’s (1984) Experiential Learning Theory (Figure 1) posits that knowledge
arises from the transformation of experience through four stages: concrete
experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualisation, and active
experimentation. 

The PIA initiative naturally
embodied this cycle: handling
materials (experience), journaling
insights (reflection), linking practice
to theory (conceptualisation), and
refining techniques
(experimentation). This process
nurtured deep learning by
combining cognition, emotion, and
action—mirroring the tawhidic goal
of holistic human development
(insān kāmil). 

Implemented under the theme tawhidic paradigm in teaching and learning,
the project embodied IIUM’s educational philosophy: the integration of ʿaql
(intellect), rūḥ (spirit), and akhlāq (ethics). Through a three-stage, hands-on
process—folding, stitching, and finishing—students experienced preservation
as an act of stewardship (amanah), emphasising care, responsibility, and
patience. The initiative drew upon experiential learning theory (Kolb, 1984),
constructivism, and Islamic epistemology, uniting technical engagement with
spiritual reflection.

The project’s primary objective was to cultivate not only skill and knowledge
but also ethical guardianship of cultural heritage. Through guided reflection
and collaborative learning, students redefined preservation as more than a
technical procedure; it became an act of moral continuity and cultural care,
aligned with the tawhidic vision of knowledge as a divine trust.

II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Fig. 1. Diagram of Kolb’s experiential learning cycle.

B.  Constructivism and Situated Learning
The initiative also reflected constructivist learning (Piaget, 1972; Vygotsky, 1978),
in which learners build knowledge through context and interaction. Students
worked collaboratively in “communities of practice” (Lave & Wenger, 1991),
learning through dialogue, shared challenges, and peer mentoring. This
constructivist approach fostered intellectual ownership and empathy, values
essential to ethical preservation practice.
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The project spanned three weeks, each phase embodying experiential,
cognitive, and ethical objectives.

C. Tawhidic Paradigm: Integrating Intellect, Spirit, and Ethics
Within Islamic epistemology, tawhid (the Oneness of God) frames all
knowledge as unified. The integration of ʿaql, rūḥ, and akhlāq transforms
learning into a process of moral refinement. The PIA initiative operationalised
this paradigm:

‘Aql—intellectual mastery through precision and analysis.
Rūḥ—spiritual mindfulness and humility in practice.
Akhlāq—ethical accountability and stewardship of knowledge.

Together, these dimensions shaped a pedagogical model that viewed
preservation as both a technical discipline and a moral act, reinforcing the
Qur’anic principle that learning must cultivate balance and integrity.

III. PEDAGOGICAL DESIGN OF THE ACTIVITY

Fig. 2. Measuring, folding signatures, and aligning
pages meticulouslyB. Phase 2 – Coptic Stitch Binding

The Coptic stitch (Figure 3), requiring
control and resilience, became a
metaphor for tawhid—unity through
connection. Students learned to solve
problems collaboratively, managing
tension and symmetry. The process
embodied perseverance (ṣabr) and
problem-solving as intellectual and
moral virtues.

A.  Phase 2 – Coptic Stitch Binding
The Coptic stitch (Figure 3), requiring
control and resilience, became a
metaphor for tawhid—unity through
connection. Students learned to solve
problems collaboratively, managing
tension and symmetry. The process
embodied perseverance (ṣabr) and
problem-solving as intellectual and
moral virtues.

 Fig. 3. Stitching signatures into a text-block
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Fig. 4. Cutting the chipboard preparing for the
book spine.

C.  Cover Design and Finishing
Students designed covers using
chipboard (Figure 4) and decorative
paper, emphasizing aesthetic harmony
and functional durability. This stage
symbolized ethical guardianship—where
technical completion reflected spiritual
and moral awareness. The final
exhibition, “Guardians of Knowledge,”
showcased not just finished books but
reflective narratives of transformation.

D. Assessment and Reflection
Assessment emphasised process over product:

Reflective journals (30%) for critical and ethical reasoning.
Practical demonstration (40%) for craftsmanship and precision.
Exhibition and peer dialogue (30%) for communication and moral
articulation.

These aligned with ʿaql–rūḥ–akhlāq integration, evaluating students holistically.

The project engaged all domains of Bloom’s taxonomy:
Cognitive: Students advanced from knowledge acquisition to synthesis,
linking preservation theories with hands-on insight.
Affective: They cultivated empathy, patience, and gratitude, perceiving
preservation as worship rather than obligation.
Psychomotor: They achieved mastery of hand-binding skills, enhancing fine
motor coordination and material literacy.

Reflections demonstrated transformative learning: students spoke of
connecting with the “hands of history” and realising that “to bind a book is to
bind the self to responsibility.” These experiences nurtured emotional
intelligence, self-awareness, and ethical grounding—qualities indispensable for
LIS professionals.

V. LEARNING IMPACT & STUDENT REFLECTION
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IV. INTEGRATION WITH THE TAWHIDIC PARADIGM
Each stage embodied the tawhidic triad – intellect, spirit, and ethics:

Intellect (ʿaql) – Reasoning about preservation science, linking materials to
theory, and appreciating precision as a form of respect for divine order.
Spirit (rūḥ) – Experiencing patience and mindfulness during stitching,
transforming manual labour into meditative remembrance (dhikr).
Ethics (akhlāq) – Internalising responsibility (amanah) through finishing and
exhibiting, recognising preservation as trust and moral stewardship.

These dimensions converged into a holistic transformation: students learned
that preserving books parallels preserving the self—through discipline, humility,
and a sense of purpose.



The project bridged the gap between heritage-based craft and digital
preservation, showing both as complementary acts of continuity. Craftsmanship
cultivated material empathy—essential for understanding why digital surrogates
matter—while reinforcing patience in an age of automation.

Furthermore, the experience fostered ethical literacy for digital contexts,
teaching students that data stewardship requires the same amanah as
manuscript preservation. The tawhidic approach unified material and digital
responsibility under one moral order, ensuring that technological advancement
remains guided by faith, not detached from it.

Ultimately, preservation in action redefined LIS pedagogy through balance. It
proved that experiential, reflective, and value-based learning can coexist with
technological competence, forming a generation of professionals who are both
digitally adept and spiritually anchored.

PIA exemplifies the reintegration of faith, skill, and intellect within higher
education. By transforming bookmaking into a spiritual and scholarly journey,
the initiative cultivated students who are not only competent conservators but
conscientious custodians of knowledge.

The project reaffirmed that true preservation—whether physical or digital—is an
act of gratitude, continuity, and care. It invites educators to reimagine LIS
curricula as spaces where knowledge is lived, not merely learned; where heritage
inspires innovation; and where every act of learning reflects the unity of truth and
responsibility.

As the field of LIS evolves, such models remind us that preservation is both a
science and a moral covenant—a sacred commitment to sustain human memory
and wisdom across generations. Future work may extend this integrative
approach into digital curation and archival ethics, ensuring that the next
generation of librarians inherit not only the skills but also the soul of their
profession.

VII. CONCLUSION

Kolb, D. A. (1984). Experiential learning: Experience as the source of learning and development. Prentice
Hall.
Piaget, J. (1972). The psychology of the child. Basic Books.
Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes. Harvard
University Press.
Lave, J., & Wenger, E. (1991). Situated learning: Legitimate peripheral participation. Cambridge University
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Learning-Theories.com. (n.d.). Diagram of Kolb’s experiential learning cycle [Diagram]. Retrieved
November 24, 2025, from https://learning-theories.com/experiential-learning-kolb.html
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