
DIG ITEX  2026 GRAND F INALEDIG ITEX  2026 GRAND F INALEDIG ITEX  2026 GRAND F INALE
IoTeams Wins Gold Medal at DIGITEX 2026 Grand FinaleIoTeams Wins Gold Medal at DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale  IoTeams Wins Gold Medal at DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale 

DIG ITAL  ADABDIG ITAL  ADAB       
Transposing C lassical  Adab to  the D ig i ta l  AgeTransposing C lassical  Adab to  the D ig i ta l  Age     

DIG ITAL  ADAB   
Transposing C lassical  Adab to  the D ig i ta l  Age  

EVERY MILESTONE MATTERSEVERY MILESTONE MATTERS
F inal  Year  Project  Monitor ing through PadletF inal  Year  Project  Monitor ing through Padlet
EVERY MILESTONE MATTERS
F inal  Year  Project  Monitor ing through Padlet

SPECTRUM
KICT NEWSLETTER

Issue 5July 2026 EISSN 3083-9904

WHEN WAR IN  THE  GULF  REACHES OUR SERVER ROOMWHEN WAR IN  THE  GULF  REACHES OUR SERVER ROOM
Geopol i t ical  R isk,  ICT  Supply  and the Case for  a  Faster  Procurement  ResponseGeopol i t ical  R isk,  ICT  Supply  and the Case for  a  Faster  Procurement  Response

WHEN WAR IN  THE  GULF  REACHES OUR SERVER ROOM
Geopol i t ical  R isk,  ICT  Supply  and the Case for  a  Faster  Procurement  Response



MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

FEATURED ARTICLES

NEW STAFF APPOINTMENT

STAFF ACHIEVEMENT

POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS ACHIEVEMENTS

USRAH & TAZKIRAH: ISLAMIZATION

TALK & SEMINARS: POSTGRADUATE

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR PG STUDENTS

TALK & SEMINARS: TEACHING & LEARNING

TALK & SEMINARS: RESEARCH

CONFERENCES & PUBLICATION OPPORTUNITIES

RESEARCH TIPS AND FAQ

PUBLICATIONS

TABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS

Every Milestone Matters: Final Year Project Monitoring through Padlet
Digital Adab: Transposing Classical Adab to the Digital Age
DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale: IoTeams Wins Gold Medal at DIGITEX 2026
Grand Finale 
When War in the Gulf Reaches our Server Room : Geopolitical Risk, ICT
Supply and the Case for a Faster Procurement Response

Academic Staff Promotions

Completion of Research Grants

Securing New Research Grants

Completion of Proposal Defense

Completion of Viva Voce/ PTEM

19

20

22

24

25

26

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

36

3

4
7

13

16

Academic Fellow (AF3)



CHIEF EDITOR 
ASSOC. PROF. TS.  DR.

HAZWANI MOHD MOHADIS

SECTION EDITOR

ASST.  PROF. DR.

NURAZLIN ZAINAL AZMI

 

ASST.  PROF. DR.  NOR

SA'ADAH MD NOR 

ASST.  PROF. TS DR.

HAFIZAH MANSOR 

ASST.  PROF. TS.  DR.

AHMAD ANWAR

ZAINUDDIN 

ASST.  PROF. DR.  ATIKAH

BALQIS BASRI 

ASST.  PROF. DR.

NURHAFIZAH MAHRI 

MDM NOOR AZIAN

MOHAMMAD ALI 

CONTENT MANAGER 

SITI  NUR ELLYA SHAHIRA

AHMAD NIZAM

COPYEDITOR 

ZAINAB AHAMAD RADZI

EDITORIAL 
BOARD 

EDITORIAL 
BOARD 

Message from the Editor
Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh,

Welcome to the latest issue of KICT Spectrum
Issue 5, July 2026, where we celebrate the
achievements, ideas, and scholarly contributions
of our KICT community.

This issue features four engaging articles that
reflect the diversity of expertise within our
Kulliyyah. Dr. Aizal Yusrina Idris  shares how
Padlet enhances her Final Year Project supervision
through continuous monitoring and interactive
learning in Every Milestone Matters. 

Br. Muhd Rosydi Muhammad  explores the
application of Islamic values in online spaces
through Digital Adab, offering practical insights
into ethical digital citizenship.

We also celebrate the success of the IoTeams Club
in article entitled ‘IoTeams Wins Gold Medal at
DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale’,  where Ts. Dr. Ahmad
Anwar Zainuddin  highlights an award-winning AI-
driven rehabilitation platform that showcasing
innovation with societal impact. 

Completing this issue, Ts. Dr. Muhammad Asyraf
Rodzoan  examines how global geopolitical
developments influence ICT procurement and
supply chains in an article entitled ‘When War in
the Gulf Reaches Our Server Room’, reminding us
of the growing interconnectedness between
technology and world affairs.

This issue also celebrates the continuous
achievements of our KICT members, including
research accomplishments, new grants, new
appointments, staff promotions. completion of our
postgraduates students viva voce and proposal
defense. These milestones reflect the dedication,
innovation, and collaborative spirit that continue
to strengthen KICT’s excellence.

Happy reading!

Chief Editor
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In the context of FYP supervision (specifically
under my supervision), Padlet serves as a
centralized monitoring dashboard where students
regularly upload project proposals, literature
review progress, system design updates, research
findings and weekly progress reports. This
approach allows supervisors to observe students’
progress continuously rather than relying solely on
periodic meetings.

One of the major strengths of Padlet is its ability to
encourage active student participation. Students
can post updates anytime and anywhere using
smartphones devices or laptops, making the
supervision process more flexible and accessible.
This encourages lecturer–student interaction,
enhances peer-assisted learning and improves
comprehension and engagement.

DR. AIZAL YUSRINA IDRIS

In today’s higher education environment,
technology-enhanced learning tools are
increasingly being integrated into teaching
and supervision practices to improve student
engagement, communication and academic
monitoring. One digital platform that has
gained attention among educators is Padlet,
a web-based collaborative tool that enables 

Article by: 

Department of Computer Science 
aizal@iium.edu.my

EVERY MILESTONE MATTERSEVERY MILESTONE MATTERS

real-time interaction, file sharing and progress tracking in a centralized virtual
space. Traditionally, monitoring the progress of Final Year Project (FYP) students
can be challenging due to scattered communication, inconsistent
documentation and limited opportunities for continuous feedback. By
integrating Padlet into FYP supervision, lecturers are able to create a more
organized, interactive and transparent supervision environment that benefits
both supervisors and students. 

Final Year Project Monitoring Through PadletFinal Year Project Monitoring Through Padlet

Padlet, a web-
based collaborative

tool that enables
real-time

interaction, file
sharing and

progress tracking in
a centralized virtual

space

Padlet functions as an online “virtual bulletin board” where users can upload
notes, documents, links, videos, images and comments in real time. According to
previous studies, Padlet supports collaboration, communication and active
participation by allowing users to interact in an accessible digital environment.

Featured Article
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INSERT RELEVANT PHOTOS FROM 
EVENT  HERE 

The implementation of Padlet in FYP monitoring also promotes better time
management, continuous engagement with project milestones, increased
accountability in reporting progress, easier documentation of supervision
evidence and faster feedback from supervisors.Students who are less confident
during face-to-face consultations may also feel more comfortable sharing their
work and asking questions through Padlet’s interactive interface.
Beyond progress monitoring, Padlet creates opportunities for collaborative
learning among FYP students. Students can view peers’ project updates,
exchange ideas and learn from different approaches and research methods.

In a timeline layout, students can be monitored through their progression across
milestones throughout the semester

featured article : Every milestone matters
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INSERT RELEVANT PHOTOS FROM 
EVENT  HERE 

Supervisors may also use Padlet to share important announcements, upload
research guidelines and templates, provide examples of good project
documentation, conduct brainstorming sessions and give constructive
feedback directly on uploaded work.

The integration of Padlet into Final Year Project supervision provides a
practical and effective approach for monitoring student progress in a more
organized, transparent, and collaborative manner. By enabling continuous
interaction, centralized documentation and real-time feedback, Padlet helps
supervisors manage student progress more efficiently while encouraging
students to remain engaged and accountable throughout their research
journey.

In a wall grid layout, students can see the overview of all posts shared either by
supervisor or students

featured article : Every milestone matters
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BR. MUHD ROSYDI MUHAMMAD

Article by: 

Department of Information Systems
mrosydi@iium.edu.my

DIGITAL ADABDIGITAL ADAB
Featured Article

In the physical world, human interaction has always been governed by a
layered architecture of norms – some codified in law, others embedded in
cultural practice and also rooted in moral formation. In the Islamic tradition,
this architecture bears a name adab, which is commonly translated as
etiquette or propriety Adab is more precisely understood as a comprehensive
orientation of the self toward right conduct; an inward disposition that
expresses itself outwardly in how one speaks, listens, enters, exits, and relates
to others. It is not a superficial code of manners but a cultivated habitus,
shaped by sustained spiritual formation and anchored in the recognition that
every human interaction carries moral weight before Allah.

ADAB: FROM THE PHYSICAL TO THE DIGITAL

The question this article addresses is whether adab, developed in and for the
physical world, retains its authority and relevance in the digital one. The
answer is not only that it does – but that the digital landscape, with its
distinctive capacity for anonymity, permanence, and algorithmic manipulation,
may demand a more disciplined application of adab than the physical world
ever did.

WHY DIGITAL ADAB MATTERS?

i.       The Myth of the Consequence-Free Digital Space

The internet has cultivated a peculiar moral mythology: that what happens
online is somehow less real, less weighty, and less accountable than what
happens in person. Anonymity, physical distance, and the mediation of a
screen have together produced what might be called the illusion of ethical
exemption—the feeling that ordinary moral rules do not apply when no one
can see your face.

Transposing Classical Adab to the Digital AgeTransposing Classical Adab to the Digital Age

mailto:mrosydi@iium.edu.my
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featured article : Digital adab

This illusion carries real consequences, normalizing behaviors that individuals
would otherwise recoil from in face-to-face interaction. The cruelty of comment
sections, the casualness of boundary violations, the voyeuristic consumption of
leaked private content — these are not aberrations of digital culture but, in
many respects, its dominant register.  Islamic ethics offers a direct and
uncompromising rebuttal to this illusion.

ii.       The Reality of the Digital Footprint

This theological grounding is reinforced by a feature of the digital environment
that actually intensifies rather than diminishes moral stakes: the permanence
of action. In the physical world, a careless word fades from memory and its
damage, while real, is often contained. In the digital realm, the same word is
archived, screenshotted, shared, and potentially viral within hours. A comment,
a view, a share – each leaves a traceable, retrievable and indefinitely
reproducible footprint. The traditional Islamic understanding that deeds carry
weight beyond their immediate moment finds a striking and sobering
contemporary expression in the permanence of digital conduct. The scales of
accountability are now partly visible.

Its moral framework is not geographically
bounded, nor is it contingent on the
presence of a human witness. The
Quranic statement that "He is with you
wherever you are" [Surah al-Hadid: 4]
establishes divine awareness as the
constant of moral life, regardless of
medium, platform, or location. The
conscience that governs behaviour in a
mosque or a marketplace is the same
conscience that should govern behaviour
in a comment section, a private chat, or
an anonymous forum. Ethics, in this
framework, are rooted in the heart — and
the heart does not go offline.

 "He is with you 
wherever you are" 
[Surah al-Hadid: 4]

يۡنَ أَ عَكُمۡ  وَ مَ هُ  وَ

�اَ ُ�ن�مۡ
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Quranic Concept Physical Application Digital Translation

Seeking Permission
(An-Nur: 27)

Knocking/asking before
entering a home.

Getting consent before
adding to group chats,
tagging in photos, or

sending unsolicited DMs.

Respecting Refusal
(An-Nur: 28)

Withdrawing gracefully if
a host turns you away.

Honouring "Do Not
Disturb" (DND) statuses,

accepting
unfollows/blocks and not
persisting when ignored.

Domestic Privacy
(An-Nur: 58)

Respecting privacy
within the home during

specific hours.

Refraining from spying
on a spouse’s messages,

monitoring a child’s
secret accounts, or

"sharenting."

Lowering the Gaze
(An-Nur: 30)

Averting the eyes from
prohibited sights.

Algorithmic literacy;
intentional feed curation;

resisting clickbait,
outrage, and leaked

media.

Guarding Modesty
(Haya)(An-Nur: 31)

Restraint in physical
dress and public

presentation.

Resisting the pressure of
quantified approval,

oversharing, and
performing a curated

persona.

What makes the Islamic ethical tradition particularly valuable for navigating
the digital age is that its foundational principles operate at a level of generality
that allows them to travel well across technological revolutions. Several
injunctions from Surah An-Nur illustrate this with unusual clarity, functioning
as timeless architectural blueprints for respectful and bounded human
interaction as outlined in the following table:

QURANIC PRINCIPLES AS DIGITAL ARCHITECTURE
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i.          The Ethics of Inboxes and Boundaries
The command governing the seeking of permission before entering a home
(An-Nur: 27) translates naturally into digital norms that are widely violated
today. Adding individuals to group chats without prior consent, tagging people
in photographs that expose their private lives, or initiating unsolicited direct
messages without introduction – each replicates the dynamic of entering an
occupied space without knocking. The architectural shift from the doorstep to
the inbox does not dissolve the ethical logic; it merely relocates it. The medium
may change, but moral responsibility remains – reframed, not removed.

Furthermore, An-Nur: 28 emphasizes the obligation of the visitor to withdraw
gracefully upon refusal. In the digital context, this speaks to respecting the
boundaries others set for their own engagement. Recognizing that an
individual's decision to unfollow or block represents a legitimate exercise of
boundary-setting is a matter of ethical seriousness. Respect is demonstrated as
much by restraint as by engagement.

ii.          Privacy, Surveillance and "Sharenting"
The injunction on privacy (An-Nur: 58) finds pointed new application in the
pervasive contemporary habit of accessing the private digital lives of those
closest to us. The inspection of a spouse's private messages or the monitoring
of a child's undisclosed accounts enacts a form of surveillance that the verse's
underlying logic clearly censures.

Particularly significant is the phenomenon known as "sharenting" – the routine,
often well-intentioned sharing of children's images, milestones, and personal
details on public platforms. This practice raises critical questions about the
rights of minors to govern their own digital footprint before they are old
enough to meaningfully consent.

iii.          Algorithmic Literacy and Haya
The command to lower the gaze (An-Nur: 30) requires a highly creative
reinterpretation for the digital age. n a media environment shaped by
algorithmic systems engineered to capture and sustain attention, this ethical
practice becomes significantly more challenging. It involves intentional feed
curation, grounded in the refusal to entertain voyeuristic content and the
restraint to ignore clickbait that manipulates curiosity, outrage or desire.
Lowering the gaze in the 21st century is simultaneously a practice of personal
restraint and of algorithmic literacy.
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Correspondingly, the command to guard chastity and regulate adornment
(An-Nur: 31) extends to how individuals choose to present themselves on digital
platforms. In this context, the concept of haya’ – a deeply internalized sense of
dignified restraint before Allah – is tested by the structural logic of digital self-
presentation, where validation is relentlessly pursued through quantified
approval and the performance of carefully curated personas. To embody haya
online is to insist on a genuine private self that is not performed for
consumption, acting as a quiet act of resistance against a digital economy
built on the monetization of human attention.

TOWARD A PRACTICE OF DIGITAL ADAB

These principles suggest a four-step actionable model for an individual to
navigate the digital environment with moral in mind:

1. Reflection: An honest and constant audit of existing digital habits,
identifying patterns of consumption, communication and self-presentation
that fall short of one's ethical commitments. This requires the willingness to sit
with uncomfortable observations about one's own conduct rather than
rationalizing them away. It is the beginning of moral consciousness, not its
completion.

2. Purification: The deliberate removal of connections, content streams and
digital relationships that cultivate harm, feed destructive impulses or draw
someone toward conduct that he would not otherwise endorse. This is active,
values-driven discernment rather than passive consumption.

3. Boundary-Setting: The tactical use of technical affordances (privacy
settings, screen time controls, notification management, account restrictions)
in the deliberate service of moral formation. The tools of technology are thus
enlisted into the project of character building.

4. Consistency: The sustained commitment to maintaining one's ethical
character online exactly as one would offline, grounded in the awareness of
divine observation. This is what the Islamic tradition calls ihsan – the practice of
excellence before Allah, rooted in the knowledge that the only witness who
ultimately matters is always present.
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CONCLUSION

The digital landscape is not an ethical wilderness awaiting the imposition of
external regulation; it is a new domain for the application of principles that
Islamic scholarship has refined across centuries. Adab, far from being a relic of
face-to-face civilization, it proves to be a remarkably generative and resilient
framework for online spaces. The challenge confronting Muslim individuals
and communities in the digital age is not primarily technological – it is one of
character. Digital adab does not ask that technology be abandoned or
approached with suspicion. In fact, it demands that it be inhabited consciously,
restrainedly and with the full recognition that every click, every share, every
post and every word carries moral weight before The Only One who is present
wherever we are.

REFERENCES
Abubakar, A. (2020). Islamic ethics and social media use among Muslim youths. Journal of
Islamic Ethics, 4(1–2), 93–117. 

Blum-Ross, A., & Livingstone, S. (2017). Sharenting, parent blogging, and the boundaries of the
digital self. Popular Communication, 15(2), 110–125. 

Quran Foundation. (n.d.). Quran.com: The noble Quran. https://quran.com
Shabbir, M. (2018). Digital ethics in Islam: A framework for Muslim netizens. ICT and Society,
2(1), 45–63.

Wan Noor, W. M., & Che Mohd Zulkifli, C. A. (2019). Social media ethics from an Islamic
perspective. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences,
9(3), 1136–1145. 
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TS. DR. AHMAD ANWAR ZAINUDDIN

15 June 2026 - DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale,
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Johor Bahru,
served as more than a technology
competition; it provided a dynamic platform
that fostered innovation, creativity,
entrepreneurship, and interdisciplinary
collaboration in addressing real-world
challenges through digital technologies. 

Article by: 

Department of Computer Science 
anwarzain@iium.edu.my

DIGITEX 2026 GRAND FINALE DIGITEX 2026 GRAND FINALE 

The event encouraged the development of impactful and sustainable solutions
while strengthening partnerships among academia, industry, and the wider
community. Reflecting this shared commitment, the IoTeams Club from the
Kulliyyah of Information and Communication Technology (KICT), International
Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), participated in the DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale
held on 15 June 2026 at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM), Johor Bahru. 

The IIUM delegation comprised Wan Zul 'Irfan bin Wan Zulkifli, Mohamed Fateh
bin Jazlan, Muhammad Faris Fitrey bin Zukarnihasan, and Luqman Azhad bin
Narulhisam under the supervision of Asst. Prof. Ts. Dr. Ahmad Anwar Zainuddin.
The team presented a human-centred rehabilitation platform designed to
support post-stroke recovery through real-time hand gesture recognition and
continuous remote progress monitoring. 

 IoTeams Wins Gold Medal at DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale 

IoTeams Contributors: 
WAN ZUL 'IRFAN BIN WAN ZULKIFLI
MOHAMED FATEH BIN JAZLAN
MUHAMMAD FARIS FITREY BIN ZUKARNIHASAN
LUQMAN AZHAD BIN NARULHISAM

Figure 1: IoTeams Receiving the Gold Medal at the DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale

featured article 
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As illustrated in Figure 1, the innovation was honoured with a Gold Medal,
recognising its technical excellence, societal relevance, and strong potential for
future translation and commercialization. Figures 2 and 3 present the team's
Gold Medal Award at the DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale and the demonstration of
the RIOT prototype at the DIGITEX 2026 exhibition booth, respectively.

Beyond its technological contribution, the innovation reflects the holistic
educational philosophy of IIUM, where scientific advancement is pursued
alongside ethical responsibility and spiritual values. From the perspective of the
Islamic worldview, the platform embodies the principles of amanah
(responsibility), ihsan (excellence), and khidmah (service to humanity). 

These values align with the Islamic aspiration of generating 'ilm nafi'
(beneficial knowledge), whereby research and innovation are directed
towards improving human well-being and addressing genuine societal
needs. By developing an accessible and intelligent digital rehabilitation
solution, the project demonstrates how emerging technologies can be
responsibly harnessed to enhance healthcare outcomes while preserving
compassion, inclusivity, and human dignity.

Figure 2: Gold Medal Award Received at the DIGITEX 2026 Grand Finale 

By integrating artificial intelligence, computer vision, and Internet of Things
technologies, the platform enhances the accessibility, effectiveness, and
continuity of rehabilitation services while reducing the burden on patients,
caregivers, and healthcare professionals.
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Figure 3: IoTeams Showcasing the 
RIOT Prototype at the DIGITEX 2026 Exhibition Booth

Furthermore, it highlights the transformative potential of student-driven
research when supported by dedicated mentorship, institutional
encouragement, and collaborative engagement. The authors gratefully
acknowledge the invaluable guidance of Asst. Prof. Ts. Dr. Ahmad Anwar
Zainuddin, the organisers of DIGITEX 2026, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, and
all individuals and institutions whose continuous support and encouragement
made this achievement possible.

This achievement represents more than success in a technology competition; it
exemplifies IIUM's commitment to nurturing graduates who integrate academic
excellence, technological innovation, entrepreneurial thinking, and ethical values
in contributing meaningfully to society. 
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What makes this different from earlier shipping disruptions, such as the 2021
Suez blockage or the 2023-2025 Red Sea crisis, is that the underlying financial
infrastructure broke, not just the physical route. Once insurers pulled cover, ships
could not legally dock at most major ports regardless of whether the strait was
technically passable. That single mechanism is what turned a regional conflict
into a global cost event within a matter of days.

DR MUHAMMAD ASYRAF BIN
RODZOAN

A laptop tender that should take two weeks.
A network switch quotation that expires
before the purchase order is even signed. A
vendor who, for the first time, says the price
is only good for three weeks, not three
months. These are not vendor idiosyncrasies.
They are the visible edge of a geopolitical
shock that began in the Strait of Hormuz and
is now working its way into ICT procurement
desks across Malaysia, including ours.

Article by: 

Department of Information Systems
asyrafrodzoan@iium.edu.my

WHEN WAR IN THE GULF REACHES OUR SERVER ROOMWHEN WAR IN THE GULF REACHES OUR SERVER ROOM

Since the closure of the Strait of Hormuz following the February 2026 US-Israel-
Iran conflict, global shipping, semiconductor, and freight markets have been
repricing at a pace institutional procurement systems were never built to match.
This is not a distant headline. It is already shaping the quotations landing on
KICT's desk, and it will keep doing so for as long as the crisis persists.

Geopolitical Risk, ICT Supply and the Case for a Faster
Procurement Response

Geopolitical Risk, ICT Supply and the Case for a Faster
Procurement Response

THE FLASHPOINT: HOW A STRAIT IN THE GULF BECAME AN IT PROBLEM

On 28 February 2026, coordinated US-Israeli strikes on Iran triggered the most
severe disruption to the Strait of Hormuz in modern history, a waterway carrying
roughly a fifth of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG) on any given day.
Within days, every major container line, including Maersk, MSC, CMA CGM, and
Hapag-Lloyd, suspended transits, and war-risk insurers withdrew cover for Gulf
transits entirely. Vessel traffic through the strait collapsed to roughly three to five
percent of pre-crisis levels, with more than 1,500 vessels stranded in and around
the Gulf as of May 2026.

featured article 
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The link to ICT hardware runs through two channels: energy and industrial gas.
Qatar, whose Ras Laffan LNG and helium facility was struck early in the conflict,
supplies roughly a third of the world's helium, a gas with no viable substitute
for wafer cooling, EUV lithography, and leak detection in chip fabrication. Spot
helium prices have doubled since the crisis began. Taiwan and South Korea,
the world's two dominant wafer fabrication hubs, both depend heavily on Gulf-
linked LNG for grid electricity, meaning any prolonged disruption threatens fab
output directly, not just shipping.

FROM OIL CHOKEPOINT TO CHIP SHORTAGE

Layered on top of this is the freight problem itself. Cargo diverted around the
Cape of Good Hope adds ten to nineteen days of transit time and materially
higher fuel and insurance costs, with war-risk surcharges of up to USD 1,500
per container reported on Gulf-linked lanes. For any ICT distributor sourcing
components, servers, or finished hardware through these routes, that cost is
inevitably passed downstream, to resellers, and finally to
institutional buyers like KICT.

"Middle East tensions create not two separate risks but a single,
compounding supply shock that simultaneously impacts
electricity generation and critical process gases in wafer fabs,
which in turn can ripple to downstream assembly, test, and
packaging operations." — Maybank Research, March 2026

Malaysia does not depend on Qatari LNG or helium the way Taiwan and South
Korea do, and research houses such as Maybank describe the local
semiconductor and electronics sector as structurally insulated from direct
energy disruption. But "insulated" does not mean "unaffected." Malaysia
absorbs the crisis indirectly, through three channels that matter directly to ICT
procurement: rising global freight and insurance costs baked into every import
quotation; upstream component and raw material inflation flowing from
Taiwanese and Korean fabs into finished hardware prices; and congestion at
alternative transshipment hubs, including Port Klang and Tanjung Pelepas, as
vessels reroute away from the Gulf.

WHY MALAYSIA, AND KICT, ARE NOT IMMUNE

Malaysian shipping industry figures have publicly confirmed that Gulf-bound
cargo now moves almost entirely through alternative routing via Oman and
the Red Sea before continuing overland, a pattern that adds cost and time to
nearly every import lane touching the region, even those that never physically
enter the Gulf. This is the operating environment our vendors are quoting into
today, and it is the direct reason vendors can no longer commit to the 60 to 90
day price validity that our procurement timelines assume.

featured article : WHEN WAR IN THE GuLF REACHES our SErver rooM
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The three-week price lock we are now encountering is not a vendor being
difficult. It is a rational response to a market where a vendor's own upstream
cost can move before a 90-day institutional procurement cycle even reaches
approval. Retrofitting our process after a quotation lapses, through a repeated
RFQ, is far costlier than adjusting the process to absorb this volatility from the
outset. The stages below map that adjustment.

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR KICT PROCUREMENT

Figure 1: From Gulf conflict to shortened vendor price-validity windows.

None of this requires abandoning procurement governance. It requires
procurement to accept that the assumptions behind the standard timeline,
namely stable vendor pricing over 60 to 90 days, no longer hold for ICT
hardware while this crisis continues. A documented exception for price-volatile
categories, or a short-term panel arrangement, would let KICT act inside the
vendor's window rather than losing quotations, re-tendering at a higher price,
and delaying the very projects this equipment was procured to support.

THE ASK
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